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OUR FORTHCOMING COMPLI. 
MENTARY BENEFIT. 


Although we haye not taken any part 
in this matter, which when first meationed 
to us came upon us like a dream, being 
quite nnsought for on our part, and there- 
fore more prized and welcomed. We 
know full well the many difficulties the 
managing committee have had to encoun- 
ter with; after tedious applications to the 
managers of the various metropolitan the- 
atres, we say tedious, because in many 
instances the committee were kept in a 
stale of uncertainty what house they could 
be accommodated with; applications hav- 
ing been made for Sadler’s Wells, Olympic 
Lyceum, St. James's and the Soho, all of 
which were either engaged at the 
time required or undergoing some repair. 
This explanation, we trust, will be suffici- 
ent to show our readers and numerous 
friends why the event has not taken place 
before. An applicatioa being made to 
Mr. Payne, the lessee of the Strand, he 
in the most kind and gentlemanly manner 
agreed to give upa night, that the com- 
mittee might carry out their object; 
although the theatre was crowded nightly 
which was a greater source of profit to 
him than the sum he has charged the 
committee for the amateur performance. 
The difficulties however did not stop here, 
for so numerous have been the applications 


this occasion, that to pay proper courtesy 
to all the applications, the pieces have 
had to be changed to give each kind as- 
pirant a chance of appearing upon this 
night, but while we are explaining the 
cause of delay, we cannot forbear to state 
that there are some amateurs who we 
expected would have been first in the field 
and who, we think, we certainly had some 
claim upon, but who have never appeared 
to assist either by word or deed, while 
other kind friends from various institutions 
and quite unknown either to us or the 
committee, have offered their services both 
with purse and person ; as for the ladies, 
bless their dear hearts, they have come 
forward so cheerfully and with so much 


they undertook have been changed so 
continually, not the léast obstacle has 
occured as regards them, and we feel 
proud in making this remark; and it is 
pleasing to us that the labours of the 
committee in this respect are concluded 
well knowing each part will be filled by 
talent, that will add a lustre to them, and 
the kind committee who have made the 
arrangements, for we feel assured that the 
night's amusement will be worthy of the 
public patronage, and the Editor of this 
Journal begs most gratefully to thank 
them for their kindness, in confering upon 
lim a favour so unexpected, and which he 
is fearful he does not merit. 





both of Ladies and gentlemen to play on 
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AMATEUR THEATRICALS 

Hoxton MutoaL Instruction So- 
creTy.—On Monday evening last we 
attended the usual quarterly entertainment 
of this class, and were pleased to find the 
elegant although somewhat small room, in 
which the entertainments are given, 
crowded by a discriminating and fashion- 
able audience. ‘The selections presented 
were judicious and pleasing; the cele- 
brated and never to be worn out Othello’s 
apology was very elegantly and correctly 
rendered by Mr. T. W. Cooper, a young 
gentleman, familiar to us, we think, on 
other and more down cast boards; we are 
very pleased to be able to compliment him 
on the tasteful appreciation of his author 
he dnpleyed. A sclection from Mr. P, 
J. Bailey’s poem of Festus followed and was 
very ably interpreted by Messrs. J. J. 
Fisher and G. Underwood ; the latter 
gentleman however requires a little closér 
study of pronunciation before he will be 
‘able to take a high place as a reciter. For 
the Death of Calma and Oria, the piece 
next in the programme, a very heavy and 
dreary poem by Ernest Jones, entitled the 
Painter of Florence was substituted, and 
we are sorry that we cannot add that the 
dulness of the piece was redeemed ‘by the 
talent of the reciter; a mechanical action 
of the right arm and a sing song droning 
tone of voice are faults that Mr. Paynton 
must try to correct if he wishes'to become 
an elocutionist. The ‘Piece de Resis- 
tance’ of the evening was evidently the 
Lady at the Lion, a burlesque by P. H. 
Hatch, Esq. We were strong in hope 
from the style of the announcement that 
this would prove to be an original compo- 
sition first produced by this class on the 
present occasion ; as it proceeded however 
we were disagreeably undeceived by dis- 
covering that itj}had evidently been written 
some seven or eight years ago, as all the 
points related to that period of Railway 
Speculations and Continental Tribulations 
1848. We must also hint to the com- 
mittee of the class that it would have been 
but justice to the audience to have an- 
nounced this piece as a selection from a 
burlesque, for it only comprised a parody 








of the first two scenes of the piecee, it is 
intended to travestie and thus appeared a 
very uncomplete affair. ‘Phe audience 
were evidently on the quivive for the 
remainder ofa piece which whatever its 
faults of antiquity, was evidently a bril- 
liant production cleverly performed, when 
their hopes were dashed by the chairman 
announcing the piece next in the pro- 
gramme the Miser’s Grave, which we are 
compelled to declare, althongh admirably 
recited by Mr. Trewinnard, was but an 
inadequate substitute for the anticipated 
termination of the burlesque that preceded 
it. Morton’s farce of The Irish Tiger fol- 
lowed, and was excellently sustained. Mr. 
Bowtell’s hnmouras Paddy Ryan carrying 
the piece through triumphantly. ‘This 
piece was also mounted with a perfection 
of detail seldom displayed by amateurs. 
We must not forget Mr, T. W. Cooper's 
Curran’s Speech on the Catholic Emanci- 
pation ; to our taste this was one of the 
greatest'successes of the evening and was 
given by the gentleman who recited it as 
if he felt the words he uttered ; the com- 
pany present were evidently of our opinion 
and the unanimous encore this fine speci- 
men of oratory received, demonstrated the 
talent of the reciter and the appreciation 
of the audience. We would recommend 
the success of this piece with the audience 
to the consideration of those amateurs who 
possess the idea that the public will not 


endure heavy pieces in unprofessional 


hands. The brilliant productions of fo- 
rensic and senatorial elgquence have been 
hitherto too much disregarded by young 
elocutionists ; Mr. Cooper responded to the 
call by reciting kliza Cook’s ‘pretty and 
affecting poem of the Mourner’s. 
Sono.—On Wednesday last the after- 
piece was ‘Captain Charlotte’ which was 
most creditably performed, and is deserving 
of our praise. Miss Fitz James played the 
amusing and somewhat intricate character 
of Charlotte with much tasteand vivacity, 
and isfar better suited to such parts than 
to sentimental ones. Miss Love was the 
Duchess, and rendered the part in her 
usual pleasing manner. Mr. Morton, a 
professional, was efficient in St, Leon and 
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Mr. Mowbray entertained us considerably 
with his peculiar dro!lery as Bambinelli. 
We recognized in the Count, Mr. M. 
Boulton, although another name was in 
the bills; this gentleman is improving 
very much ; he played’ exceedingly well, 
and we are glad to see him follow light 
comedy, as we recommend ; he is quite at 
home in it and his voice and gentlemanly 
manner are well suited to theline of acting 
The other parts were well filled. This 
amusing little piece rum very smoothly 
and met with well deserved applause from 
a numerous audience. 


STORE STREET, BEDFORD sQuARe. 
September 12, 1855. 
Dear Sir,—A performance took plave 
at these rooms last evening, by the Mu- 
tual Amateur Society; the bill of fare 
consisted of Bulwer Lytton’s celebrated 
play of the Lady of Lyons and For- 
tune’s Frolic, The principal feature, 
Claude, by a young gentleman named. J. 
Pierson did justice to the part by giving 
a perfect reading to the character; he was 
well applauded throughout and well meri- 
ted it. Mr. F. Gr ffiths was well up in 
the part of Beauseant ; he delivered each 
word so that an infant might have uuder- 
stood him; Beauseant and Silver Jack is 


decidedly his line. Mr. Brown, a gentle-| 


man from Newington Hall, evidently un- 
derstands his Business, which I think is 
seldom the ease with gentlemen amateurs, 
he was very successful in the part of 
Glavis, The Landlord by a Mr. Denson 
a gentleman about 3 feet in height created 
a sensation amongst the oneal in fact 
one lady fainted away with laughter. Mr, 
Hazell undertook the part of Monsieur 
Deschappelles passadly, but nothing to 
boast of, 

Madame Deschappelles was played by 
a Mr. Cordney excellently, in fact many 
persons really thought it wasa lady taking 
the character, wal pany ] at 
haughty, disappoin et loving Pauline 
oat a ate Donat Theplay 
went off with great elat. Fortune's Frolic. 
followed, but I did not stap to see it, 

KE, WILLouGHBY. 








PERFORMANCES OF THE WEEK. 
DRURY LANE. 


Acis and Galatae anda Grand Ballet. 
HAYMARKET. 
Many Friends, Spanish Dancers and John 


Jones. 





ADELPHI 
Victorine, How's your Uncle and Seeing 


Wright. 
LYCEUM 


Mr. Anderson, The Wizard of the 
North. 

SADLER’S WELLS 

Tempest, and a Nabob for an hour. 

ASTLEY'’S, 
Mazeppa and. Scenes in the Circle. 
VICTORIA 

High and Low Water Bell, and the 
Allied Triumph, 

‘ STANDARD. 

Macbeth and the Prisoner of War. 

CASINO DE VENISE, 

These beautifully decorated and superb 
suite of rooms, including the largest and 
best ventilnted ball room in the metropolis 
are open every evening in the week with 
Mr. W. M. Packer's Celebrated Band. 

Open every evening. Admittance One 
Shilling. 

Rovat Ponyrecnnte INsTiTuttion. 

Patron, H.R.. Prinee Albert.—Under 
entirely new management.-~Fifth Course 
of Monday Lectures. 

MR, WOODIN’S OLIO OF ODDITIES 

The above entirely new Comic Enter- 
tainment, i!lastrated by fifty instantane- 
ous metamorphoses of voice, character, 
and costume. 

TUSSAUD'’S EXHIBITION, 

The King of Denmark, His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge, the 
Emperor and Empress. 

CREMORNE 

Admission One Shilling. 

Albert Sah’ Moat Bl 

Mr. ith’s Mont Ble 

evening at eight o'clock. 
“SURREY Z00L0GIGA | 

Siege of Sebastapal.  Admissiqn One 

Shilling. 
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AMATEUR THEATRICALS 

Hoxton MutvaL Instruction So- 
creTy.—On Monday evening last we 
attended the usual quarterly entertainment 
of this class, and were pleased to find the 
elegant although somewhat small room, in 
which the entertainments are given, 
crowded by a discriminating and fashion- 
able audience. The selections presented 
were judicious and pleasing; the cele- 
brated and never to be worn out Othello’s 
apology was very elegantly and correctly 
rendered by Mr. T. W. Cooper, a young 
gentleman, familiar to us, we think, on 
other and more down cast boards; we are 
very pleased to be able to compliment him 
on the tasteful appreciation of his author 
he displayed. Avsclection from Mr. P, 
J. Bailey's poem of Festus followed and was 
very ably interpreted by Messrs. J. J. 
Fisher and G. Underwood ; the latter 
gentleman however requires a little closer 
study of pronunciation before he will be 
‘able to take a high place as a reciter. For 
the Death of Calma and Oria, the piece 
next in the programme, a very heavy and 
dreary poem by Ernest Jones, entitled the 
Painter of Florence was substituted, and 
we are sorry that we cannot add that the 
dulness of the piece was redeemed ‘by the 
talent of the reciter; a mechanical action 
of the right arm and a sing song droning 
tone of voice are faults that Mr. Paynton 
must try to correct if he wishes to become 
an elocutionist. The ‘Piece de Resis- 
tance’ of the evening was evidently the 
Lady at the lion, a burlesque by P. H. 
Hatch, Esq. We were strong in hope 
from the style of the announcement that 
this would prove to be an original compo- 
sition first produced by this class on the 
present occasion ; as it proceeded however 
we were disagreeably undeceived by dis- 
covering that itjhad evidently been written 
some seven or eight years ago, as all the 
points related to that period of Railway 
Speculations and Continental Tribulations 
1848. We must also hint to the com- 
mittee of the class that it would have been 
but justice to the audience to have an- 
nounced this piece as a selection from a 
burlesque, for it only comprised a parody 








of the first two scenes of the picee, it js 
intended to travestie and thus appeared a 
very uncomplete affair. ‘Phe audience 
were evidently on the quivive for the 
remainder ofa piece which whatever its 
faults of antiquity, was evidently a bril- 
liant production cleverly performed, when 
their hopes were dashed by the chairman 
announcing the piece next in the pro- 
gramme the Miser’s Grave, which we are 
compelled to declare, althongh admirably 
recited by Mr. Trewinnard, was but an 
inadequate substitute for the anticipated 
termination of the burlesque that preceded 
it. Morton's farce of The Irish Tiger fol- 
lowed, and was excellently sustained. Mr. 
Bowtell’s hnmouras Paddy Ryan carrying 
the piece through triumphantly. ‘This 
piece was also mounted with a perfection 
of detail seldom displayed by amateurs. 
We must not forget Mr, T. W. Cooper's 
Curran’s Speech on the Catholic Emanci- 
pation ; to our taste this was one of the 
greatest'successes of the evening and was 
given by the gentleman who recited it as 
if he felt the words he uttered ; the com- 
pany present were evidently of our opinion 
and the unanimous encore this fine speci- 
men of oratory received, demonstrated the 
talent of the reciter and the appreciation 
of the audience. We would recommend 
the success of this piece with the audience 
to the consideration of those amateurs who 
possess the idea that the public will not 
endure heavy pieces in unprofessional 
hands. The brilliant productions of fo- 
rensic and senatorial eloquence have been 
hitherto too much disregarded by young 
elocutionists ; Mr. Cooper responded to the 
call by reciting kliza Cook’s pretty and 
affecting poem of the Mourner's. 
Sono.—On Wednesday last the after- 
piece was ‘Captain Charlotte’ which was 
most creditably perforined, and is deserving 
of our praise. Miss Fitz James played the 
amusing and somewhat intricate character 


of Charlotte with much tasteand vivacity, 
and isfar better suited to such parts than 
to sentimental ones. Miss Love was the 
Duchess, and rendered the part in her 
usual pleasing manner. Mr. Morton, a 
professional, was efficient in St, Leon and 
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Mr. Mowbray enterta'ned us considerably 
with his peculiar dro!lery as Bambinelli. 
We recognized in the Count, Mr. M. 
Boulton, although another name was in 
the bills; this gentleman is improving 
very much ; he played’ exceedingly well, 
and we are glad to see him follow light 
comedy, as we recommend ; he is quite at 
home in it and his voice and gentlemanly 
manner are well suited to theline of acting 
The other parts were well filled. This 
amusing little piece rum very smoothly 
and met with well deserved applause from 
a numerous audience. 


STORE STREET, BEDFORD sQuare. 
September 12, 1855. 
Dear Sir,—A performance took plave 
at these rooms last evening, by the Mu- 
tual Amateur Society; the bill of fare 
consisted of Bulwer Lytton’s celebrated 
play of the Lady of Lyons and For- 
tune’s Frolic, The principal feature, 
Claude, by a young gentleman named J. 
Pierson did justice to the part by giving 
a perfect reading to the character; he was 
well applauded throughout and well meri- 
ted it. Mr. F. Gr ffiths was well up in 
the part of Beauseant ; he delivered each 
word so that an infant might have under- 
stood him; Beauseant and Silver Jack is 


decidedly his line. Mr. Brown, a gentle-| 


man from Newington Hall, evidently un- 
derstands his Business, which I think is 
seldom the ease with gentlemen amateurs, 
he was very successful in the part of 
Glavis. The Landlord by a Mr. Denson 
a gentleman about 3 feet in height created 
a sensation amongst the com ; in fact 
one lady fainted away with laughter. Mr. 
Hazell undertook the part of Monsieur 
Deschappelles passadly, but nothing to 
boast of. 
Madame Deschappelles was played by 
a Mr. Cordney excellently, in fact many 
persons really thought it wasa lady taking 
oe character. wal pay ] a 
aughty, disappointed, yet loving Pauline 
Ke os Heater throughout. Theplay 
went off with great elat. Fortune's Frolic 
followed, but 1 did not stop to see it. 
EK. WILLouGHBY. 


PERFORMANCES OF THE WEEK. 





DRURY LANE. 

Acis and Galatae anda Grand Ballet. 

HAYMARKET. 
Many Friends, Spanish Dancers and John 
Jones. 
ADELPHI 

Victorine, How's your Uncle and Seeing 
Wright. 

LYCEUM 

Mr. Anderson, The Wizard of the 
North. 

S8ADLER'S WELLS 

Tempest, and a Nabob for an hour. 

ASTLEY’S, 
Mazeppa and Scenes in the Circle. 
VICTORIA 

High and Low Water Bell, and the 
Allied Triumph, 

‘ STANDARD. 

Macbeth and the Prisoner of War. 

CASINO DE VENISE, 

These beautifully decorated and superb 
suite of rooms, including the largest aod 
best ventilnted ball room in the metropolis 
are open every evening in the week with 
Mr. W. M. Packer's Celebrated Band. 
Open every evening. Admittance One 


‘Shilling. 


Rorat Poryrecnnte Institution. 

Patron, H.R... Prinee Albert,—Under 
entirely new management.-~Fifth Course 
of Monday Lectures. 

MR, WOODIN’S OLIO OF ODDITIES 

The above entirely new Comic Enter- 
tainment, i!lustrated by fifty instantane- 
ous metamorphoses of voice, character, 
and costume. 

TUSSAUDS EXHIBITION. 

The King of Denmark, His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Cambridge, the 
Emperor and Empress. 

CREMORNE 

Admission One Shilling. 

EGYPTIAN HALL. 

Mr. Albert. Smith’s Mont Ble~ 

evening at eight o'clock. 
SURREY Z00LOGICAL. 





Siege of Sebestopal. Admission One 
Shilling. 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 

B. 8. V.—We cannot answer you as regards 
the lady. Mr. Wright, now of the Adelphi, 
made his first appearance before a London au- 
dience at the Queen’s in 1834. 

M. $.—Mr. Fredk, Yates, once proprietor 
of the Adelphi, died in June 1842. 

J. Jackson.—You had better apply to the 
committee. Mr. Judd’s opposite Islington 
Church, any evening after eight o’clock. 

J. Wilson.—A comic drama by Planche was 
brought out at the Haymarket called “ Who’s 
Your Friend,” in 1843, 

B, Hallett.—Has given us much trouble ; the 
celebrated burlesque of Don Giovanni was 
brought out at Drury Lane in 1817. 

Clari.--Clari, the Maid of Milan was pro- 
duced at Covent Garden in 1823. 

Amateur,--The first copy of the “ Theatrical 
Journal” was Published 1st of December 1839 

Lestiz.—We are truly sorry such a misunder- 
standing should have taken place, but we really 


have not room for the letter ; it shall appear in our 
next. 





Terms for Advertisements. 
Six Lines 
Nine ditto 
Twelve ditto 
Forever line extra 
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The Theatrical Journal. 
Wednesday, September the 19th, 1855. 
‘AN APOLOGY FOR THE ACTOR. 


The term actor has long been synony- 
mous in the minds of some people, with 
that of an idle, ignorant, dissipated vaga- 
bond. These peopie would fain have us 
to believe that actors are a class of people 
altogether removed out of the way of their 
sympathies through their vicious nabits; 
even amongst ¢ class of people less bigoted, 
or better informed, an actor is looked upon 
as a mere copyist, an idle fellow, a poverty 
driven wretch, oran incorrigible scoun- 
drel. Theprofession suffers severely from 
misrepresentation and abuse, and am actor 
upon his entrance in his career is consi- 
dered to have lost caste in society. These 
are painful and disastrous facts, that whilst 
a man is admired for his genius and talents, 
he is despised for exercising those talents 
in a profession, to which patent and genius 





are indispensable, and to which they are 
most suitably and forcibly adapted. Sure- 
ly itis time to explode this prejudice. An 
actor in the abstract isan artist, neither 
more nor less (more he could not well be). 
Why then should he not rank as such and 
take his position in the world, as a person 
following an honourable and useful profes- 
sion. Art should teach; butall artists do 
not teach, so much as perhaps they might 
—very true, but their vocation is a dis- 
tinct vonsideration, from their success in 
that vocation, so far as tae general value 
of that vocation is concerned So all 
painters are not good ones; yet painting 
is} a grand and sublime art; all singers 
are not agreeable; yet music is the sweet+ 
est and most beautiful of pastimes. Some 
sculptors may distort their figures; yet 
sculpture has always been viewed with 
favour. All actors are not moral, or 
truthful to their calling, yet the stage is 
an honourable and valuable profession, in- 
dependent of the character of its profes- 
sors. Again, actors should be the most 
learned of men , for a perfect conception 
and reducing that conception to a reality, 
it is necessary to be acquainted with the 
most minute details, of the private doings, 
manners, customs, dispositions and idio- 
synocracy, of all climes and ages of the 
history of the world. The actor should 
be a good linguist, of some authority, a 

erfect elocutionist, have a thorough 
nowhidie of rhetoric, and the most criti- 
ca] knowledge of his native tongue, its 
force and applicability. In the sciences 
he needs not be so perfect. It is true geo- 
logy, geometry, hydrostatics, pneumatics, 
mechanics, etc., are to him valueless so far 
as his profession is concerned ; but he must 
above all things, have an intimate know. 
ledge of, and close acquaintance with, the 
human heart; or (if that term offend be- 
ing incorrect) human nature. He must 
explore the deepest recesses of other's 
minds, dig deep for motives and lay bare 
the very bones of thought, and springs of 
action. He must understand the world 
in all its numerous contortions. He must 
search out the graceful and excel it; 





reaching the ideal standard if possible, of 


look, gesture, voice and deportment, or he 
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must descend and study allthe deformities of 
the ludicrous or foolish, in order (for . he 
must not want motive, or he lacks energy) 
to ridicule the one, out of his folly, the 
other of his eccentricities. In a word a per- 
fect actor requires a perfect man ; should 
this calling requiring unlimited informa- 
tion & decidedly recreative and educational, 
be pranded as disreputable and lazy, be- 
‘cause some of its professors are so consti- 
tuted, that they would disgrace any pro- 
fession ; but we have good and learned 
actors yet, and more will follow to grace 
our theatres. Phelps and Kean in this 
profuse, and inexhaustible laborities, have 
compounded performances that do credit to 
themselves, their art and their country. 
Few, perhaps none of the readers of this 
serial, devoted as itis to the interest of the 
stage, will disagree with my assertions 
hasty and crude theugh they be. But 
perhaps relatives and friends not so libe- 
rally inclined to think as we do on this 
matter may be convinced to the contrary, 
by your adding your remarks and ob- 
servations to these; and rid the world of 
the monstrous incubus it bears upon its 
bosom, in the shape of an illiberal and 
uncharitabte idea. 
G. BJ. 


PICKINGS FROM OUR LETTER BOX 
TO THE AMATEURS OF LONDON. 
By One of Themselves. 

“ When Duty Calls we Should Obey.” 

One of the purest and noblest joys that 
can thrill the human heart must be en- 
joyed by him, who having toiled up the 
Hill of Life, looks down from its summit 
and beholds the flowers he has flanted, 
still blooming—Flowers he has fostered 
with tears of Joy and cherished with 
smiles of Hope, There is one gem in the 
galaxy of human virtues which time can 
never tarnish, the possession of which en- 
titles its owner to claim kindred with the 
World’s greatest Martyrs, and the noblest 
heroes of humanity ; it is the redeeming 
hope of the fallen, the holiest bond of man 
to man, the truest argument of our im- 
mortal destiny and warrant of our divine 


telationship.—GRATITUDE, 


Called by Duty, urged by Justice, and 
impelled by Gratitude, 1 presume to call 
your notice and impartial consideration 
to one who having thus climbed Life's 
rugged mount, now looks with a father's 
pride upon those who now bear their 
* blushing honors thick upon them,’ tell- 
ing bow much to hiscare is due. Fetlow. 
Amateurs, that one is Mr. Bestow, who 
for 16 long years has held the critic’s pen, 
now kindly chiding, aud now warm with 
praise, Patiently, Perseveringly, kindly, 
yet conscientiously fostering talent and de. 
nouncing presumption. Thusa kind heart 
and experienced head have been devoted 
to your interests. Five of our band feel- 
ing this, have suggested a complimentary 
acknowledgment by giving him a Benefit 
at theStrand theatre on Tuesday evening, 
September the 25th. It is has been pro- 
claimed and a myriad once have caught up 
theecho. I now therefore affectionately 
call upon all to join us heart and hand. 
Let it be worthily carried out. Come, 
rally round our venerable time honored 
chieftain, Cheer his heart by plucking 
from memory the sting of what he may 
have suffered, and showing him the fruits 
of his labors in having gained him the 
esteem—permit me to say Love ofall who 
know him. Let us meet as a band of 
Brothers and tender to a worthy Father 
the noblest and sincerest token a man of 
merit can receive—the smile of every face 
and the Love of every heart that beats 
around him. 

Tuomas W. Cooper. 

Dear Sir.—Will you oblige me by in- 
serting the above, fhe common cause of 
Justice.—T. W. Cooper. 





W. BESTOW’S ESQ., COMPLIMENTARY 
BENEFIT. 

The committee have great pleaaure in acknow- 
ledging the very kind and able assistance received 
from Amateurs in general and many of high stand- 
ing in the profession, and regret exceedingly their 
inability to accept their valuable proffered services. 
Nevertheless, they hope that every triend of the 
drama will persevere to the last hour, to insure for 
our old friend and foster father a “ bumper.” 


The Committee also most respectfully solicit the 
kind indulgence of all who witness the torthcoming 
entertainment, and hope they will generously let 





pass unnoticed any littte defect, and both applaud 
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and appreciate the good intentions of those who 
will appear before the curtain~more particularly 
as they will h ve to contend with several favorite 
and powerful Thespian establishments—under the 
usual disadvantage of Amateurs. 

Ticketa may te obtained from any of the gentle- 
men whose name appears in the bill and Private 
Boxes, Stalls and Reserved Seats may te secured 
without charge from Mr. Chas. Vernon, Secretary, 
18, Arundel street, on Friday and Saturday, and 
Monday next, from 11 to 2. 

M. Ricaarps, Treasurer. 


MISS BLANCHE FANE, 

(To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal) 

Sir.—I eannot refrain from addressing 
a few words to you on behalf of that 
charming young actress Miss Blanche 
Fane, who, as Lucy Merton in Mr. 
Planche’s comedy of “Court Favour” is 
nightly enchanting a very crowded audi- 
ence at the Haymarket Theatre. Miss 
Blanche Fane, as your readers are doubt- 
less aware, made her first appearance on 
the London boards, but a few weeks ago, 
and though so late in the season, from the 
appearance. of the house the other evening 
I should think Mr. Buckstone does not re- 
gret her engagement. Beingan excellent 
actress and decidedly not bad looking, she 
makes a very valuable addition to the 
Haymarket company, and I may predict 
a very long run for Court Favour. Mr, 
Buckstone deserves success; this is the 
second young lady he has brought out 
this season, and as yet he has been very 
well repaid from his pains; were 
some of other managers to do the same, 
they would not have cause to repent it, 
and then perhaps we might again have a 
Siddons ora Vestris in each of the metro- 
politan theatres. 

I am sir, your’s truly, 
Amicus. 


September 8, 1855. 

Dear Sir,—In your last number I ob- 
served aletter signed “ W. Thomas, Mac- 
clesfield,” in which the writings of Mr. 
Reynolds are defended. Allow me to say 
that I think your correspondent has taken 
up his pen to defend a bad cause. One of 
the works named in his letter, viz., the 
Mysteries of the Court, is indeed of the 
most immoral kind. _ Is it the sort of book 
Mr. Thomas would think of putting into 





the hands of his sister or any female friend? 
Ifso I am not astonished at his opinion 
relative to it. I can only say that I should 
not do so. 

Mr. Thomas also says that Audax does 
not dare to sign his name to what he 
writes. I think a letter addressed “ Audax, 
London,” will find that party as easily as 
one addressed, W. ‘Thomas, Macclesfield, 
would find the said Mr. Thomas. Some- 
body says, 

“Tis pleasant sure to see one’s name in 
print.” 

Mr. Thomas, I fancy experiences this 
pleasure for the first time perhaps in his 
life. 

Your obedient servant, 
Kavos. 


Dear Sir.—In reading your journal of 
the 20th inst. I saw a letter or copy of one 
written by a person signing himself a 
“ Quiet Observer,’ upon the change of 
pieces performed at the Cabinet theatre ; 
this is the first step to reformation, and the 
second I think will be an attempt at opera 
I have heard it whispered that a Mr, 
Mills is about, ina short time, trying the 
result of an opera; he is a very young 
man, and for an amateur is decidedly of 
some ability. I wish him success. It will 
be a novelty at any rate, 

Sir, I remain 
A constant subscriber, 


PROVINCIALS. 

Wolverhampton.— The Choral So- 
ciety has recently given an excellent per- 
formance of the Messiah. The improve- 
ment in the choral and orchestral pieces 
was remarkable and gained universal com~ 
mendation. ‘The musical arrangements 
were under the superintendence of Messrs. 
Allen and Lancy. 

Chatsworth.—A dramatic performance 
has been given in the Chesterfield theatre 
by the officers of the Chatsworth Rifles, 
in aid of the Crimean Fond. It com- 
menced with Don Caesar de Bazan, En- 
sign Peat sustaining the part of the hero, 
Lieutenant Wilkinson playing the King, 
and Qorporal Lee, Don Jose. - Mrs. 





Saville, Miss A. Vining, and Mrs. Lacey 
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played the female characters. My Wife’s 
Second Floor terminated the entertain- 
ment. 

Nottingham.—On Monday evening 
last the Will and the Way, a dramatic 
version of the ‘ London Journal’ tale, was 
produced at the theatre; it was two years 
back dramatised by a member of Mr. 
Saville’s company, previously to its per- 
formance at some of the minor theatres of 
the metropolis.—Mr. Farren anounces a 
concert at the Exchange Rooms, at which 
Madame Anna Thillon, Mr. Augustus 
Braham, and others are to appear. 

Edinburgh. — Miss Fulia St. George has 
played during the week in Beauty and 
the Beast and Midas; both pieces have 
been produced with tolerable completeness. 

Birmingham.— Mr. Charles Mathews 
having terminated his engagement at the 
theatre, Mr. Robson made his appearance 
on Monday last, as Mr. Trotter Southdowa 
andin The Yellow Dwarf. He has, 
also appeared in The .Blighted Being 
and Boots atthe Swan. Mrs. Fanny 
Ternan commences a week's engagement, 
on Monday next. 

OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX, 

Alboni.and Madame Girardin.—As we 
all know, Alvoni is not only celebrated for 
her beautiful voice, but also for her ‘bodily 
Size. The late Madame Girardin is re- 
ported to have uttered the following bon 
mot respecting the great vocalist. ‘ What 
is Alboni, then?” asked some one, :evi- 
dently no habrtue of the opera. “‘ What is 
she?’ replied “Madame Girardin, “* Why, 
she is an elephant, who has swallowed a 
nightingale.”’ 

License of the Theatre.—Mr. Addison, 
the lessee of the theatre, applied for the 
license of the place for the ensuing year. 
The sureties offered were accepted and the 
application assented to.—Doncaster Gaz. 

A Suecessful Imitation—During an in- 
terview which Martineff, the Russian co- 
median and mimic, succeeding in obtaining 
with Prince Volkonsky, High Steward, the) 
late Emperor Nicholas walked into the| 
room unexpectedly, yet with a design,.as 
was soon made evident. (‘Telling the actor 
that he had heard of his talents, and should 
like to see a specimen of them, he yore 
mimic the old ‘minister. The featow 








performed with so much gusto that the 
Emperor laughed immoderately ; and then, 
to the great horror of the poor actor, de- 
sired to have himseif “ taken off.” “ ’Tig 
physically impossible,” replied Martineff. 
* Nonsense,” said Nicholas, “I insist on 
its being done,” Finding himself in the 
horns of a dilemma took heart of grace, and 
with promptitude and presence of mind, 
buttoned his coat over his breast, expanded 
his chest, threw up his head, and assuming 
the imperial part to the best of his power, 
strode across the room and back, and then 
stopping opposite the minister, he cried in 
the Same tone and manner of the Czar, 
“ Volkonsky! pay to M. Martineff one 
thousand silver roubles.” The emperor 
was, for a moment, disconcerted; but 
recovering himself, with a faint smile, or- 
dered the money to be paid. 

St1xLT, the celebrated Clown we hear 
is quite recovered from his late illness and 
is engaged by the Manager of the Theatre 
Royal, Dublin. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


‘bw > DE 'VENISE High Holborn, NOW 
J QPEN, for the Winter Season, EVERY 
EVENING in_ the week, entirely and beautifully 
re-decorated. ‘Mr. ‘W. M. -Packer’s celebrated 
Band performs nightly a programme (varied each 
night) of the newest and most fasibonable Dance 
Music, including the Allied Army and Etoile du 
Nord— Quadrilles—Fenella and Lily of the Val- 
ley— Waitzes — Zerlina and Minnie Polkas— 
Moldavian. and Turkish Schottisches—La Varso- 
viana Nationale— The Robin and Nightingale 
Redowas — Vive |’Empereur —‘Sebastopol and 
Victory Galops. Doors open at half-past 8, and 
close at 12 o'clock. Admission, 1s, N.B. By 
desire a GRAND BALL will be given on Thursday 
Sept. 27. Gentleman’s Tickets, 6s.—Lady’s do. 
$s. each. 











LADIES THEATRICAL COSTUME 
WAREHOUSE. 
$1 Bow Street, Covent GARDEN. 
“Established 1840 

Satin, silk, and velvettrains, Ball, -fancy, and 
private dresses, mantles, etc., new and second 
hand, ean always be obtained of Mrs. Harrison, 81 
Bow St., and 6, Princes Street. 

Satin boots, shoes, silk stockings, Lace, feathers, 
Ornaments, etc., of the best quality, at the lowest 

rice. 
. Ladies theatrical dresses made to order correct 
to the costume of.any period required. 

Ladies in the Provinces can have any commission 
executed with punctuality, and at the lowest price 
by sending a post office order directed as above. 

Theatrical and masquerade Dresses lent. 

Wardrobes purchased to any amount, 
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COMPLIMENTARY BENEFIT te W. BESTOW Ese. 
Editor of the ** Theatrical Journal.” 

The Management having completed their ai- 
rangements with the lessee of the Strand thea- 
tre, have great pleasure in announcing to the 
Amateurs of London, the friends of Mr. Bestow 
and the public in general, that the benefit will 
take place on Tuesday evening, September the 
25th, 1855, at the above theatre, when will be 
represented by the principal amateurs of the 
various Metropolitan theatrical societies, after 
an address written expressly for the occasion. 


Clari, the Maid of Milan, 
Characters by Messrs. Morley, Richards, Judd, 
Stanley, Montague, Charles Vernon, Wallace, 
Fred. Hampton, etc, Mesdames Clara Gros- 
venor, M. Stuart, L. Stuart, Fitzclarence, Bar- 
rett, etc. 


After which Love in Humble Life, 
By Messrs. Richards, C. Vernon, etc. Miss M. 
Stuart 


Fourth Act of Merchant of Venice, 
By Messrs. Cooper, Wallace, Charles Gove, 
Stanley, F. Hampton, and Miss L. Stuart 


To be followed by the laughable farce of 
The Omnibus, 
By Messrs. Bestow, Richards, C. Vernon, Judd 
etc, etc. Mesdames Barrett, Stuart, Lovelace 


To conclude with Sweethearts and Wives 
By Messrs. Morley, J. Turner, etc. Mesdames 
L. Stuart, Fitzclarence, etc. 


Imitations of London actors by Mr. Cooper, be- 
tween the pieces. 


The committee having prevailed on Mr. Bestow 
to appear in character on this occasion and for 
this night only, respectfully solicit the support 
of the amateurs in general, and hope they will 
use every energy in their power in favour of our 
old veteran, who by just criticism, kind advice, 
and 16 years devotion to their cause has greatly 
accelerated the progress of the young aspirant. 


Tickets to be had of Mr. Bestow, 19, Cum- 
ming-street, Pentonville, Mr. Lacy, Theatrical 
Bookseller Wellington-street, Mr. Judd, Mitre 
Tavern, opposite Islington Church, Mr. May. 
Costumier, Bow-street, Covent Garden, Mr. 
Shayler, 82, St. John St. Road, at the Box 
Office at the Strand theatre and Mr. Charles 
Vernon, 18, Arundel Street, Strand. 

M. Richards, Treasurer. 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 

Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of practice, 
either as an amusement or adopting the Stage 
as a_ profession, will meet with every facility 
by applying to Mr. Dryden or Mr. Wharton, at 
the Cabinet Theatre, Liverpool-street, King’s 
Cross, any evening betweeu the hours of Eight 
and Ten o’Clock, 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

SAMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35 Bow 

Street, Covent Garden will be glad to 
treat with Ledies and Gentlemen engaged in 
amateur performances, for the sale or hire of 
stage costume. A large assortment of. every 
nece; for the same. Wardrobes made to 
order. | Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their 
outfit ; costume, character, elegance, economy 
and punctuality, are. studied. Instructions 
and patterns given to Ladies wishing to make 
their own dresses. Mind the address. Samuel 
May, 35, Bow Street, 





R. HOSKINS having returned from his pro- 

vincial tour, continues to give LESSONS in 

the Art of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in 

preparing Ladies and Gentlemen of the Dramatic 

Profession. Applications to be. made at his resi- 

dence, 24, Myddelton square. References to 
Pupils. Terms moderate. 


O DRAMATIC CLUBS.—Lecturers Singers, 
&c.— The Newington Hall, Francis Street, 
opposite the Church. Managers, Messrs. Gove 
and Montague. This elegant Theatre is to be let 
for the night, week, or month, on terms remarkably 
low, which may be known at the Hall every 
evening from §& till 20 or by letter to Mr. Gove 42, 
Carnaby Street, Regent Street. The Theatre is 
now fitted with every requisite for Dramatic per- 
formances &c., Casts of “Hamlet” “ Othello’’ 
“The Merchant of Venice’. ** Macbeth” ‘ The 
Lady of Lyons” “The Rent Day” “The Iron 
Chest’’ “ The Hunchback ” ** The Wife ” ‘‘ John 
Bull” “'The Honeymoon” and other pieces 
may be seen in the Green Room every evening- 
A Dramatic Club is formed—Entrance fee, 2s. 62, 
Subscription 10s. 6d, per quarter, or Is. weekly. 
Ladies (without payment) are invited to become 
members. Instructions given in Elocution, the 
Use of the Foils and Broad Sword. Costumier to 
the theatre, Mr. Brown. 


MADAME TUSSAUD AND SON’S’ EX- 
HIBITION. NEW ADDITIONS.—The Emperor 
and Empress of Austra, Marshal St. Arnaud, 
Lord Ragland, Omar Pasha, the Sultan of 
Turkey, the Emperor of Russia, The Queen of 
Spain, Espartero, the Duke of Victory, The 
Napoleon Golden Chamber completed ; various 
relics added. &c. Open from eleven in the morning 
till ten at nizht.—Madame Tussaud and Son’s Ex- 
Exhibition Bazaar, Baker-street.—Admission, Is. 
Napoleon Rooms, 6d. extra. 
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